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Abstract

A 79-year-old male patient presented complaining of decreased visual performance in his right eye(OD)
over a 2 month period. On examination, visual acuity was CFCF with a white reflex in pupillary area. On
diffuse biomicroscopic examination thin layer of whitish opacification was seen on anterior surface of lens,
simulating the presence of total cataract.
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Figure 1: (A) On diffuse biomicroscopic examination thin layer of whitish opacification was seen on anterior surface of lens, simulating the presence of total
cataract.
Figure 1: (B) Slit beam revealed presence of IOL beneath and a uniform thickness of opacification on the surface.

Figure 2: AS-OCT revealed a uniformly thickened opacification over the IOL surface that did not extend beyond the equator.
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A 79‐year‐old male patient presented complaining of
decreased visual performance in his right eye(OD) over a 2
month period. On examination, visual acuity was CFCF with
a white reflex in pupillary area. On diffuse biomicroscopic
examination thin layer of whitish opacification was seen
on anterior surface of lens, simulating the presence of total
cataract (Figure 1A). Slit beam revealed presence of IOL
beneath and a uniform thickness of opacification on the
surface (Figure 1B).
AS-OCT revealed a uniformly thickened opacification over
the IOL surface that did not extend beyond the equator
(Figure 2). Posterior segment was unremarkable.
Diagnosis of opacified IOL was confirmed and IOL explant
and replacement was done for the patient with a silicon IOL.
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Comments

IOL opacification, although a very rare complication,
occurrence depends upon the IOL material, underlying eye
conditions such as uveitis, diabetic retinopathy or trauma.1,2
Exact etiopathogenesis is unkonown, however conditions
that lead to breakdown of blood-aqueous barrier leads to
opacification and calcium deposits have been found most
commonly.3 IOL opacification has been found following
procedures of endothelium, where there is contact of air
bubble with IOL surface.4 These cases lead to a surprise
in diagnosis, thus a correct sequale of proper history and
examination is to be followed. In most cases, explant of IOL
is required.
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